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TROUBLING TIMES
BINDER cortains:
FLOODS

BLIZZRRDS
FIRE S

that have affected
Paradise Falls

Copyright 2012 by



AN EXCITING FIND //
- A PHOTO SHOWING THE BLACKSMITH
SHOP THAT BURNED DOWN IN 192¢/

In 1926 the surveyors were living and had their
supplies in the former blacksmith shop that may

have served the residents of Paradise Valley. Tn mid-Jul
that shop burned to +hegraqnd desi'rcrxém ave ﬂzmg mcludi:ig
the surveﬂor's ClvilE'n3'meenn3 Maste ﬁegreg The<is.

In 1920, the Hays family was living and canducz‘/'r;q
Paradise. Falls bustness i the pictired farmhous
(that o few years previous had housed up to 15 members

of the h'arvey Dietrick fami/y )

Notrce: Shop is perpendicular fo present garage
The Tea Ropm addition is not ﬂzgre. 5/
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A TREE - HUNG BUCKET T0 'DousE” FALLS CAMPFIRES

We have yet to learn ¥ more than one of these
mlgh’r have“ been p!aced all around our PFOPCffj

as part of our aan uated fire f hhn sustem
befare bezn3 mcorPoraPed Into ﬁ»e counfy Il program.
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We kidfi‘ |
knew Things |
were badrgs‘

when our
favorite

h _a—

MASQUERADE ib

was concelled |

\ | .7 *
\800 HoO!

SRD TIMES DURING & AFTER FLOOD

Auvgust 15 continucd:

8:30perie My Best Picturcs, Color slidcs which
cottagers, gucsts, & Fe Fors have teken of their
trips ond cxpericnces around Amcrica and tho
world, Slidcs by Dr,. v'ohrin-gcr‘, Dr, Eiscnbcrg,
Rcv, Amuion, Rickey Acker, Mr. Ycter, Rov, Baucrs

londay

August 16-= 9:30 to 11:00q4i1e Crafts for the
"small fry" (childron 5-7) lirs, Jimmic MHorentz
& Mrs, Robert Baucrs, lMeot in the Craft Cabin,
10:000451e Junior Lifc Saving,
11 :00cer1e Swinming Instructionse
7300perie Tablc Tinnis Tournauncnt
for xids to 1l ycars.of agc, Social Holl Lawn,
82 30peKe +Dre Birnbown willl give a
£ilsm and lccturc on the "Struggle of liodorn
Isracl to Build thcir Homcleond", Socinl Hell,
Cffering,

Tucsday

Wedncsdoy August 17- 9:30 to 11:00a,me Crafts for child-
ron 8 to 10 years of ngc. Croft Cabin,
10:00ae5le Junior Life Saving,.
11:000,m1, Swinriing Instructions,
6:30peite Vollcyball Gomce- 12 ycar
olds and up, lcar tennis court,
8:30pente liovios in Socinl Holl,
"Has Anybody Sccen liy Gal® with Piper Lauric &
Rocx Hudson, lMusical co:icdy of the 1920!'s,

Thursdey August 18-) 9:30-113002,11, Crafts for Lhé 23

to 2L %

32 30pell W'M Letts
all goet in costuic this yoary &1 C TO you
if you doly The thoucs for costwics arc "conmic

charnctors" and "IV personalitics", This
should Lo the best masqucrade cver, Following
tho nasquerade there will bo squarc dancingl
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ACTIVITIES FOR THE WEEK

Unpara e wators have causced widesprcad damage to the

F Poconos & to Paradisc Falls,
FEHR D The following information is provided by the officers of the
association, as of Friday evening,.

TYPHOID FEVER, _Elgiﬁii‘%héss§?°e°ﬂiigéi‘i¥ AT R P o o
cinge

Par cnts are asked to kecp all sightscelng childrcn “wgy from

the water, Several P.,F, childre do
Onc way rcomians to - '. Poc.
ono, cross Routc 611; M4 cross the
Roilroadtrack, Take first 1oft road (sign indic'xtin{; Long Poad).
ﬁw Continue to routc 115, turn lecft & you arc headed toward
Easton}

Road is open to Mt, Pocono & Routc 611 to Scranton. Emor-

c / / geney driving is permitted on the above highway,
‘o &; Wwill be announced in the din-
S | ing room as soon as it is availablos At such timc P,F, will
eo provide transpertation for all nceding samo to the ncarost

| bus stops
‘ Mcals arc being scrved at 10:30a.,me & L230peme at Gatc Todgc,
Nomlnkl chﬂrgc is mado,

ccd steorilized bottlcs or

COTTRGERS : /
VOLUNTEEMH ' agers & all fricnds ol thc association

who cen give time should rcport for work, Plcasc bring hamzire

To RUN AM Lng Do L O, SOWS, a;ccis, Cll,

&Y‘“ #9 Paradise Falls Luthoran Association 20 August -26 August 15¢

NO SWIMMING
ALLOWED

ABLE-BODIED

+ CLEAN-UP
DETRILS
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Weatherman -
Misses Call ¢

For Poconos

2y Leonard Randolph

MONROE, COUNTY'S greatest
tragady came on the heels of a
day of aptimism,

The news was good,
Diane, the newscasis
swerved oul o sea, sparing the
Fastorn Seaboard the terror and
tension of anficipated high winds,

The weather forecast for Aug.
18, released by the regional oflice
of tha U. 8. Weather Bureau
through  Philadelphia, predicted
“Rain, rather windy this morning,
changing to showers . . . "

Hurricane
said, had

It was the understatement of
the cenfury.
Within 21 hours nearly 11 in-

ches of rain poured down on the
mountain  regions  of  Monroe
County.  In these mouniains lie
the sources of streams and creeks
which  flow  through the lower
areas of the county.,  ~

Drenched only a week before hy
the waterslogged fringes of TTur-
ricane Connie, Monroe County soil
had had no time fo dry. When
the  cloudburst  came, it turned
small streams info roaring rivers.,

Affer the Desert: TFlood

It had been a hot, arid Summer.
Truck gardens in the county had
shrivelled” for lack of moisture,
Crops were close o failing. Every

where, in August, the talk had
heen of rain.
Along country roads, the clouds

of dust rose like spectres of famine
where ears passed by, There was,
nearlv alwavs, the harsh edge of
heat on humid brows.  Well drill-
crs were doing a rush business,
The were divcing deep for new
sunpiics of water,

On Friday, Aug 12 the waley
beean to come.  In the technical,
often incongruous, terminology of
the Weather PBureau, the first
rnins were dubbed a part of Tiur-
yvienne Connie. During the three-
day poriod in which Connie moved
acress Penneylvania, the hurricane
dumved a total of 941 inches of
rain in the upper regions of Mon-
roe County -al the head of the
streaims,

Overnight
e the creeks voso,
who lived along
streams, walched the walers rise
with a heginning fear in  their
minds.  The streams almost-— but
never completely —went over their
banl:s,

on Saturday, Aug. 13
Some residents,
the bhanks of

After the Warning: Disaster
The . warning—looked at in re-,
trospect—was there. Heavy rains'

.had pushed many Monroe County

streams to their limits. The earth
—parched and flaked by months of
unabated sun—was soaked to itsj
saturation point.

When the streams went down,
the next day, the worry went with
the water. Connie’s rainfall had
been a record for & three-day

period. No one believed that an-
other storm could come right
.away. Certainly not a storm with |

more rain than Connie.

That was on Tuesday, Aug. 16.
Two days later another hurricane
wrole a dramatic footnote to the
blessing of rain that had come
with Connie.

It was a hard, piercing rain.
Hurricane Diane hrought no wind
to speak of to this area. One of
the day's headlines read: “Diane.
Wearing Herself Out As She Blows
Northwest; Only Minor Damage
Caused.” :

Less than 24 hours later, “worn-
out” Diane killed 67 persons in
Monroe County, flooded hundreds
of homes and took a toll in prop-
erty damages running into the mil-
lions.

The first realization that streams |
were flooding came early enough.
Phone calls from Tannersville re-
ported flooding in that area and
above, in Tobyhanna.

At lirst the reporis were met by
a. <tunned disbhalief.  Slowly the
reality spread downward through
the county. But nothing could |
move faster than the walter itself. |

In Canadensis, Civil Defense
woi':ers were on the job in a mat- |
fer of minutes after the flood
warning was issued. Firemen |
from Barrett Township turned oul
in full groups. |

sut the worst impact of the
flood was 10 be borne by the region
incovporating Stroudshurg. East |
Stroudshurg and Analomink. Here, |
where the waters of the Brod-
heacs were visible from highways
and railroad cars in times of pure-
Iy s -enic beauty, the stream spread
out like a mammoth river. f

1t tock with it the earth, the
roks. man-made huildings—and
hume=zn life. Its path of destruc-!
tion swept down from Canadensis |
throuzh Stites Bridge. through
Henrvville and Analomink,!
theouzh  ill-starred Camp

After the Reports: Disbelief '
i
|

It rinped huge slabs of concrete
from narrow Route 90: tove great
stretenes  of  the  Creek
(Route 220 from the
washad therm downsirean.

Davis |
and the Stroudshurgs. |

Road
roadbed,

Alier the Storm: Silence

It siopped raining, in the lower
county areas. Eut the damage had
been done. All creeks—Pocono,
Pensyl. McMichaels, Tobyhanna—
were filled or overflowing.

Comummunications hetween
Stroudsburg and East Strouds-
burg were cut off by destruction
of the interborough bridge with its
precicus telephone and utility
cabies attached to it.

The rest was silence for hours
on end. Some residents, already
asicep when the flood hit the bor-
.ou"hs woke long enough to won- !
der freifully who was making all
| the noise. From a distance, the
 workers evacuating m2n and wom-
en from flooded homes sounded
Jike campers on a midnight hike.
An occasional shout could be heard
—but the water was invisible from
|the higher regions of the 1wo
| towns.

Before midnight ihe waiers had
reached Fifth St. in Stroudsburg
from the Brodheads and Ninth St
from Pocono Creek. Four blocks
of Main St. were isolated and dry.
They were lined with hundreds of
parked tractor-trailers and cars.

A dramatic rescus squad story
was being unfolded at the same
time near Stokes Mill and Pine-
brook camns below Analomink.
Rescue 1eams—made up entirely
of volunteers — brought stranded
| persons from the flood-tern region
near Analomink, running
Route 90.

After Shock: Calmness

By morning, the first feeling of
shock had been replaced hy a calm
determination, VWhat work there
was to be done had to be done.
IThe men and women of Monree
County set out to do it

They needed more help.  And it
came.  Some—from the Army—
came rapidly. A helicopter aivlift
had worked hours 0 remove
stranded -passengers from a food-
hound 1rain at Cresco. Now thg
helicopters bezan carrving food.
' The first fartual assessmenis of
|damage began to come in. Fac-
‘lones homes. highways—all had
| been torn by the flood.
An oilicial measurement showed
{hat ihe Broiheads had reached
a3 fest—far sbove its old record
high. The couwrse of the flood had
| radically changed the face of Mon-
iroe County's map. New siream
cbed< had beer created. Old ones
|were gutted and filled with rock.
vDo“n hilis ard mountains, waler
had swept dirt in huge paths to
{make =2 possible beginning for
newer streams
| Mua and s€lt. rock and debris
| had piled downaward on the water's
huildings
All of

[ crest 1o lodze against
| and create new mountains.
| it had to be meved.

.

After the Setback: Hecovery

The bhackbreaking joh of recon-
struction.. hegan. State  oflicials
flew over the avea. The Corps of
| Engineers moved in.

Slowly official sources began to
1 .
| strike down the violent state of
{ rumors which had fleoded the
]coum\' as the waters went dm\n“

| A metropolitan newspaper,
| screamed  “typhoid™ i Strouds-
burg. It was false. The biggest
rumor of them all was.“A dam|
!hroke." There was no truth in
| that.

What caused the flood? The an-

lnwer—"r"‘l tire only one made afisr
|('are[ul study—was a siniple one:
! There had been too much rain.

along ! (oo suddenly.

| The 1alk centered more and,
more on some kind of fiood con-
211'01. There was do doubt it was
needed. And officials said there
was only ompe way 1o get il—go
after it.

The only trouble was, they said,
that people “forget too easily.”

Today, the rehahilitation of
Monroe County as a living eco-

i nomic
| way.

| corner.
! But the

eommiunty s
Comtort is just

weH under-
around the

raw, imperfect pattern
jof flood  demolition  stili  winds
I througzh the Jfoothills bhelow the
mountains. It hasz changad only a |
little along the Brodheads and it
will stay that way, as a silent,
white-rock reminder for those who
need or want to sce.




. The renter Bonnet family at the Schuler cottage was
evacuated for their safety.

. Work parties and dump trucks worked for days to build
up the road to the car bridge.

. The upper bridge was lost. One abutment was gone, a
Girls Camp bunk was trapped. Another bunk is in 2015
woods below.

. Lake’s long dock decking was destroyed. A WW Il
rescue craft (a kid favorite) was saved.

. It was a decade later when PF partially recovered
financially.

. We were grateful our dam held or the devastation
would have been greater.

. Kids helped save fish trapped in pools created in Girls
Camp field.

. Girls Camp Cabins

e One lost downstream

e One was overturned

e One survived and was used later as a motel unit






UITCIINg, e
Wodncsday August 17- 9:®9 to 11:00a,14 Crafts for child-
ren 8 to 10 years of ngo, CGroft Cabin,
10:00a¢ile Junior Lifc waving,
bl : 00 ag1e Swinriing Instructions,
©230petie Volloyball Garice 12 year
olds and up, bkcar tonnis court,
83 30peniy lovics in Socinl Holl,
"Has Anybody Scen Ny Gal" wiilh Pipcer Louric &
Rocik Hudson, lusical co.icdy of the 19201s,

af =

Thursday Jugust 18- . 2330-11800ae11, Crafts for ihc 11
to 14 yoar olds, Croft Cobin,
33 30peile annual uasgucrade, Let!s

all get in costwuc this yeary i prizc té you
if you dod The theucs £6r costusios arc "comnie
characters" ang "py personalitics", This
should be thc bes nesguorade cver, Following
the masquerade thoroe will bo sguarc dancing}




londay

Tucsday

Wecdncsday

Thursday

August 15 continuecd: v

8:30p.m, My Bost Picturcs. Color slides which
cottagoers, gucsts, & F, Fers have token of their
trips ond cxpopicnees around Amcrica and the
world, Slidcs by Dr,. Vohringer, Dr, Elscnborg,
Rov, Amion, Rickcy Acker, lMr, Tctcr, Rev, Baucrs

August 16- 9:30 to 11300ae11e Crafts for the
Pgmall fry" (childrcn 5-7) lirs, Jimnic Morcntsz
& Mrs, Robort Baucrs, Mcet in the Craft Cabin,
10:000411e Junior Lifc Saving,
11 :000erle Swinming Instructions, .
' 7300perte Tablc Tonnis Tournomont
for kids to Al. ycars.of cgce Soclal Hall Lawn,
82 30peule «Dre Birnvouwm will give a
£ilm and lccturc on #ht "Strugglc of liodcrn
Isracl to Bulld tihc Homeland", Social Helle
gffcring, P
August 17= 9: 9 to 11:000e1e Crafts for child-
rcn 8 to 10 yoars of ogo. Craft Cabin,
10:00a6ile Junior Life Saving,
*:OO aetie Swintiing Instructions,
$ 30peiie Vollcyball Game=- 12 year
olds and up. kcar tennis court,
| 83 30pgtils liovics in Social Hall,
"Has Anybody Scen My Gal” witih Piper Lauric &
Rock Hudson, lmsical co.iedy of the 1920's,

August 18- 9:30-11300aeiie Crafts for ilhe 11
to 1l yoar olds, Craft Cabin,

03 30Peile wnnUal iascgucradc, Let!s
all get in costwic this ycarl A prizc té you
if you dod Thc theucs for costumcs arce "comie
charnctors" and "V personalitics". This
should be the best masguerade cver, Following
tho masquerade theore will oc squarc dancingd




Friday

Sunday

Tucsdoy
Thursday

Tucsday

NOTICES

August 19- 9:30 to 11:002eMe Tennis Instructions,
10:0004s Junior Lifc Saving. . -
1120000, Swimning Instructions,
2:00p.ms Auto Trip. 50¢ por pcrson,
6:00pem. Covercd Dish Supper at Soeial

_Hall, Sponsorcd by and for the benefit of the Ladies!

Auxiliary, lcat and boverages will bc providecd, Each
family should bring theilr dishos, a card tablec, and
a "covorcd dish", Offoring will be rceceived for ncat
and beveragcse

7:30pene Shufflcboard Tourncacnt for
young pcoplc and adults,

8:00pene Falls Campfirc Party. Everyonc

"is invitcd to an cvening of songs, gomcs, quizzcs

and refreshments, 15¢ per person, including doggics
and bcveragce ‘ :
COMIliG EVENTS

August 21-Gucst Preacher, Rove Thouas Lott., Pasotr,
trinity Lutheran Church, Runncmede, N.J,.
August 23-Christmas in August Party,
August 25- Paradisc Falls Circus, A lot of fun and
snazenent for cveryonc,.
August 30- P,F,G, Show, Put on by the "Paradisce Fallrs
Gang" you won't want to miss it,

T XXX L E XX
P.F.G, Formod A now organization for "the kids" ot
P,F, wos rormed this wecek, It is known as P.7,G and
~nd stands for "Paradise Folls Gang". Thoir sponsor
is Chuck lictzger, popular 1lifc guard, Officcrs
clectod aros Prcosidont- Freda Ammion; Viec~president.
Dave Titus; Sccretary-Tredsurer- Jin Dovis.

The Weter Olympics which wérc to be held Wed, have
been postponed to Saturday August 13. Comc & sce thc
netivitics including swimming races, diving, canoo
swonping, tugeo-war, and beach-water contosts,






#9 Paradise Falls Luthcran Association 20 August -26 August 315F

-~

ACTIVITIES FOR THE WEEK

FLOOD DAIACE NDTE§ & S
Unparallcd flooG waters have causcd widesprcad damage to the
Poconos & to Paradisc Falls,-

The following information 1s provided by the officars of the
association, as of Friday evening,

As soon as the cmergency gucsts arec cared for the scason will
closcddiThe store and Gift Shoo will remain open for thc time
beinge. \

Par ents are asked to keep all sightscelng childrcn away from
the water, Several P.F, children almost drowned Fridayl!l

Onc way romians to get out of Paradise Falls, Go to Iit, Poc-
ono, cross Routc 611, takec road to Route 940 and cross the
Roilroadtrack, Take first left road (sign indicating Long Pond).
Continue to routc 115, turn left & you arc headed toward
Easton}

Road is open to Mt, Pocono & Routc 611 to Seranton, Emcr-
geney driving is permitted on the above highway,

Information about bus scrvicc will be announced in the din-
ing room as soon as it is available, At such timec P,F, will
provide transportation: for all nceding same to the ncarcst
bus stope.

Mecals arc being scrved at 10:30a.me & L230peme at Gate Lodge,
Nominal charge is madoc,

Porents with small babios who nced sterilizcd bottles or
water may sccurc same at the dining room, iIilk nccdecd for smail
babics may be had at thc same place,

Monday at 9:00a.m. we will begin the salvage jeb of the
flood, All malec cottagers & all fricnds of thc asgsociation
who can give time should rcport for work, Plcasc bring hamwmars,
wrceking bors, shovels, picks, dynamito, saws, axcs, ctc,

Wear old clothes which may get dirtylld BHMeet at Gate Lodge.




. Notms

The scecond baglsa raft has not becen placcd on the lake duc
to transportation problems, If wc can c¢lcar thesc, we ought
to sce the ncw raft soon, '

A couplc on the grounds at Paradisc Falls 1s lcoking for
a companion to livc with them and do light housckecoping,
A pcrmancnt position in Philadelphia, swmmers at P.F. If
you know of semconc qualificd & who might be intcrcested
plcasc contact the officc,

Lost A pair of carrings, If found contzct Miss Jarocka
in Gote Lodgo. Liberal Reward))l

Picturcs (8"x10") of thec lMen's Fashion Show arc available

.

for 50¢ cachs Scc Pastor Ammon, . -

Storo Every day Mrs. Jacobs will offor a “spocial,
Wotch for them, The last weck will be discount wecok at
the P, Storci

gift Shop P,F.,G, Notc} Did you takc advantagec of our
T shirt spccials to your. group for 25¢? Herc is your -oppor-
tunity to display your loyalty to your gang at littlc ox-
pcnsc, Buy yours whilc the supply, lasts, > maat

As thc scason rolls toward Labor Day, we will be having
specials in our gift shop cach weck, There will be a rcd-
uction on somc jowclry, papcr goods, Davey Crockett art-
iclos cte, Come in and browsc and take advantage of our
lower priccd articles as long as the supply lasts, Watch
for our Snecialsi 25% rcduction on some itcms,

Eavc you rcomembered to sclcet your Christmas and greching
cards? liany incxpensive itoms will scrve as lovely Christe
mas gifts, birthday cte, Shop in our gift shop, save expensc
and cnergy whilc at your leisurc,

Vic 2lways appreciatc your patronage, Thank You,

' Ladios!' JAuxiliary,
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Please see loose (955 newspapers

and the 2005 501h ﬁnmversa.l:y
Commemara:hve Edition of the Pecono
Record for lots more Flood nformation



HENRYVILLE: ON RIVER ROUTE 90 — Flood waters tora photograph shows fremendous pile of debris, upper left, dumped
through Henrrvi"e. following along Route 90, the highway on highway. Picture was taken looking northwest.
la

through the village, tearing down homes, a restaurant and serv- =
Ice station and washing away parts of a resort there. Aerial (U. S. Army Photo by James Poole)




By DAVID PIERCE
Pocono Record Writer

he flood of 1955
visited such death
and destruction
upon the
Delaware River
valley that it may
well be the great-
est natural disaster the
Poconos has ever known.

Less understood is the role
the flood played in a social
and political upheaval over
the next two decades that
uprooted families from homes
that had been theirs for gen-
erations, enticed scores of
“squatters” to homestead the
river valley in defiance of fed-
eral and local authorities, and
resulted in formation of a
national recreation area visit-
ed each year by five million
people.

Players in that post-flood
drama have since settled into
quieter, free-flowing lives. Yet
the memories are vivid and
sometimes painful. Like the
river itself, emotions run
deep, often lurking just
beneath the surface.

TWO HURRICANES — Con-
nie, then Diane — delivered a
wicked one-two punch during
August 1955. Connie deposit-
ed 10 inches of rain in two
days, putting the Delaware
and its tributaries at flood
stage. Less than a week later
Diane brought another 10
inches, with disastrous
results.

A 30-foot-high flood wave on
Brodhead Creek disintegrat-
ed the main building of a reli-
gious camp south of
Analomink, sweeping away
all 46 campers, most of them
children. Eight were rescued,
but 38 others perished; two of

'the bodies were never recovered.

| Several other Pocono camps also
| were destroyed. Another 32 people
|died in East Stroudsburé ?s ﬂ(:lod
! waters Ti homes off founda-
tions in ﬁlﬁehum flats behind
:&e high school, the Day Street
!flats and the Lincoln Avenue flats.
| The main Stroudsburg-East
| Stroudsburg interborough bridge
iwas swept downstream. Several
| residents in East Stroudsbur_g?s
| “Gilk Mill Flats” area were carried
laway with their homes and
' drowned. Six people were killed
| when the wave hit the Day Street
 fire hall, where a bingo game was
'in progress. )
'mTpimEIg‘h the death toll wasn’t
'nearly so high on the New Jersey
'gide of the river, many homes,
\businesses and brid%es were
i t away there as well.
:swoetp the r);mre than 200 people
iwho died as a result of the twin
| hurricanes, 78 were killed in Mon-
'roe County. In the flood’s after-
'math, support grew for building a
'dam to prevent a recurrence.




The Weather
Cloudy and swarm. Scattered
thowers by evening. Tuesday, jair
and cooler.

MORNING CALL
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Balancing the Budget

Read why, for the first time in
years, it's very possible the federal
budget may be dbalanced by nert
July 1. See Allen column on edie
torial page.
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Monroe Flood Toll: 55 Dead, 8 Missing

Flood-

Too Early
To Figure
Total Loss

Governor Again
Inspects Damage;
93 Dead in State
Eastern Pennsylvania, particu-

larly the Monroe County resort
area, spent the weekend starting

ricken Area Digs Out

the long, hard job of rehabilitating
communities stricken by the worst
floods In the region’s history, |

It was impossible last night to
learn with any degree of accuracy
just how much devastation was|

wrought by the floods. They “ercl o

brought about by storms of last
Thursday which dumped from 3%/
to 7 inches of rainfall, making rag-
ing torrents of the tiniest moun
tain streams, and a 42-foot high
wall of erushing power out of the
wormally docile Delaware River.
‘Too Immense’

Gov, UGeorge M., Leader, who
yesterday made his second tour of
the stricken eastern countles since|
Friday, said last night, “It (the
destruction) is too immense to be
specific about any figures.

“It is impossible at this early
date to be specific about the num-
ber of deaths or extent of property
damage inflicted by this flood,™
the governdr said, He added that
his trip yesterday was to be cer-
tain that forces coping with the
disaster were doing all they cou!d'

to relieve the flood victims,
Death Toll Mounts

Unofficially, persons directing|
flood relief reported that the death
toll stood last night at 93, and pre-|
dicted that it will mount to well|
over the 100-mark,

In the Stroudsburg area alone |
there were 55 known dead and 8
persons reported as missing,

Outside the Stroudsburg area,
where the tragedy of the Davis
Camp, a summer retreat from
which onfy a bandful survived,
deaths were caused by traffic ac-|
cidents, electrocutions, falls, and

heart attacks, all attributed to |he' ¥
floods. |

THE LIVING AN /OME DUAD. i ciop! the dead fxom.the

uul defense, Red Cross and

CHARLEY ZAIMES

Of The Morning Call Staff
Monroe County’s Death toll is still rising:
And the people of the Stroudsburgs are still knee-deep in muck as they struggle
up the long, hard road toward normalcy.
The latest official count is 55 dead, 8 missing—and everyone agrees that the
number of persons unaccounted for is a yery conservative estimate. More than 2,500
are homela« in the twin boroughs.
Gov. George M. Leader visited the stricken communities by hellwptur vesterday
afternoon at the height of a drenching dow npour that raised some fear of more floods.
However, the showers stopped about 20 minutes after the chief executive arrived.
After a conference with disaster relief agency officials, including state police,

municipal representatives,

Watch Kept for Typhoid;
Stroudsburgs Knee-Deep
In Mud, 2,500 Homeless

Leader said he was convinced

“the local people are doing a wonderful job. Everything is going very well. All the
lagencies are cooperating and I am convinced that all the forces in the field are able to

wpc with this pmblem.

Mother’s Only Hope:

By DICK

dead.

bodies will be found.”

A young mother, pale and
{too weary to cry anymore,
:huddled under the trailer of
la refrigerator truck on the
{Clearview School field in
(Stroud Township, She was!
'surrounded by several other|

people, all seeking protec-|
ition from a sudden after-
noon thunderstorm.

i She was waiting for the bodies
|of the tunidentified dead from the
Iworst flood in Monroe County his-

tory, Armny and Navy helicopters
were flyipg the bodies there from
{East Stroudsbyrg.

I e i L et atalt allians haal

2 Missing Children’s
Bodies Will Be Found

COWEN

Of The Morning Call Staff 3
“I can’t find my own children. I know they're

“The only thing I can hope for is that their

44 Dead
»In Monroe
Identified

Fifty - five flood victims were
officially listed dead last night |
in the Stroudsburg area, hardes(
hit region of the state.

The names included nine from
East Stroudsburg, four from
Stroudsburg ~ and. - another four
fromy ritral Stroudsburg,

Grim crews worked all day
yesterday locating hodies of
flood victims who were
washed into the swollen
Brodheads and Pocono
Creeks Thursday night. The
dead were flown by helicop-
ter, in most cases, to the
athletic field behind the
Clearview School in Stroud
Township, where undertakers and
civil defense officlals set up an
jemergency morgue in the rear of

\a refrigerated tractor-trailer truck

commandeered from the highway,
Tear-Stained Day

Relatives and friends of the miss-

ing flocked to the school field to
view the bodies in efforts {o make
identification. It was a tear-stained

ay.

Time ‘after time the odd-looking
|eraft with the overhead windmills
settled softly to the ground and
disgorged xrislv cargo,

C. D. authorities said the un.
identified dead would be taken lo
Allentown State Hospital where the
bodies would be kept under refrig-
eration for a maximum of 30 dau
|During that time attempts will be
made to establish identification
through comparing their finger-
prints with prints taken from
glasses, combs, or household ar-

ilicles knowir fo have been bamﬂtd

|by the missing persons,
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T_OSSEb‘ AND TWISTED, cars of guests at Penn Hills Lodge,
one of the resorts aleng Brodheads Creek hit hard by the ram- )
paging Brodheads Creek, were held from being moved on to  very high.

further damages by one of the buildings at the cottage-coiony
hotel. There were no casualties at Penn Hills, but damages ran
(Siaff Pheio by Maclecq)
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LANDMARK — One of the most severely damaged of properties in the Henryville aces we. ...
southern approach to the raiiroad bridge and tunnel on Route 209. (Phoio by Michael Hannon}
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COUNTING THE DEAD—Harry Gramsback, a volunteer Civil Defense official, goes over bodies of persons FIGHT TYPHOID THREAT—Dr. Fred Munson inoclates Daniel Heck, 14 months old, as the young son of

heads Creek.

taken to a temporary morgue in Stroudsburg yesterday after their bodies were found in section along Brod- Mrs, Janet Heckman, East Stroudsburg lets out a wail. A threat of typhoid fever hovers in the flood stricken

communities of Stroudsburg and East Stroudsburg.

MOPPING UP—PP&L linemen face the momentous task of repairing damage to power lines in the Strouds- CAMP DAVIS VICTIMS—Volunteer workers and state police cover the bodies of victims of the flood that
ourg-area. Dangling lines and toppled service poles confront a crew working on the outskirts of the battered swept through Camp Davis, near Analomink. The bodi es were found on an-island about two miles below the
rommunity. camp on Brodheads Creek.
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78 fatalities in the Poconos and count-
less homes and cars destroyed.

The irony of the devastating drenching the
area received in 1955 was that the county
was in the throes of one of the
hottest, driest summers on record.

By MICHAEL SADOWSKI
Pocono Record Writer

ometimes, the wrath
of Mother Nature
can't be avoided.

No matter what you do.
No matter how hard you try.
No matter how hard you pray.

When two hurricanes con-
verge and splatter their wrath
over an area within one week,
bad things are bound to hap-
pen.

That was the case in August
1955, when Hurricane Diane
followed Hurricane Connie on
a path across eastern Pennsyl-
vania, sending creeks and riv-
ers over their banks and killing
78 people in Monroe County.

The chances of two power-
ful hurricanes dropping more
than 20 inches of rain in one
spot are astronomical.

“Maybe once every 250
years, but the destruction that
happened, it's more like once
every 500 years something
like that happens,” said local
weather expert Ben Gelber, au-
thor of “Pocono Weather” and
a meteorologist in Columbus,
Ohio. g

The remains of two hur-
ricanes — Frances and Ivan
— did hit the area again in
September 2004, pushing the
Delaware River to its absolute
limit. But those storms were
dwarfed by those that hit the
Poconos in 1955.

“Connie was a pretty weak
system in terms of wind, but
it brought a lot of rain,” East

Stroudsburg University me- Aug' ]‘[1

teorology professor Jeff Hardy
said. “But then a week later
when Diafie came through,

See PUNCH, Page A3
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CONNIE (Aug. 11-13, 1955)

Stroudsburg: 6.82 inches

Mount Pocono: 9.84 (\\\(\'\\W
DIANE (Aug. 18-19, 1955)
Stroudsburg: 6.15

Mt. Pocono: 10.63

during heaviest 24-hour period

GLORIA (Sept, 26-27, 1985)
Stroudsburg: 6.59 (X

FRANCES (Sept. 8-9, 2004)
Stroudsburg: 3.46 (\'\/\{

IVAN (Sept. 16-18, 2004)

)8(00{@(

P Aug. 12, 1955,

Stroudsburg: 5.03 (\\\(\(\
Pocono Lake: 9.50 A\ AR Y
Frances and Ivan saw the heaviest com-

bined rainfall since Connie and Diane in
1955, but did not exceed those amounts.

Courtesy of Delaware Water Gap National Recreation Area
The village of Delaware Water Gap suffered a triple threat in
1955: flooding from Brodhead Creek, Cherry Creek and the
Delaware River, Water rose up to just a few feet below the
Main Street traffic light, according to newspaper accounts.

TOP RECORD: On Aug. 1, 1913, 7.5 inches

Source: “Pennsylvania Weather Book” by Ben Gelber

fell in four hours. There was little flooding.

Connie

er one-two
‘ ptmch to Poconos

noon
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SPECIAL SERIES

on the 50th anniversary of a natural disaster
that changed the face of the Poconos

TODAY:

W How storms combined to create
devastation, Pages Al-3

M Books, DVDs about flood endure, A3

TUESDAY:
Daring rescues in East Stroudsburg.

WEDNESDAY:
Stroudsburg survivors tell their stories;
inside an emergency shelter.

THURSDAY:
Children die at deadly Camp Davis.

FRIDAY:
Aftermath; Searching for survivors,
starting years of reconstruction.
SATURDAY:
Impact on Tocks Island; a 50-year-old
marks birthday as ‘flood baby.’
SUNDAY:
Can such a flood ever devastate
the Poconos again?




Date night at Sherman turns frightening -

Russ Irwin of Smith-
feld Township was in
the Sherman Theater,
Stroudsburg, that night.
He tried three different
routes to get his date home
to East Stroudsburg. Here,
he tells his story:

Word came through
that the town was flood-
ed and bridges were out.
At that time, I suspect

Russ Irwin of Smithfield Township was a
young man on a date at the Sherman The-
ater when the Flood of '55 happened.

Cherry Lane Road. The
railroad bridge was gone,
but the tracks were still
hanging.

My family owned
Penn-Dell Dairy at the
time. Travel into East
Stroudsburg was some-
what limited and, be-
cause of that, very little
raw milk was available
to process. So we started

nobody really believed it.

As we crossed Fifth Street, we got quite a
surprise as the road was closed and we could
see that the borough shed (then on Fourth
Street) was in the middle of what looked like
a lake. We thought a water main had broken.

We drove up to Stokes Mill and learned
that road was closed. Now we were getting a
little concerned.

We then drove to Analomink and found
out that bridge was also closed. By that
time, a crowd was gathering, and someone
mentioned that Camp Davis was gone. That
is when it really hit us. I had delivered milk
to Camp Davis at 5:30 that morning and now
the camp did not even exist.

We could hear people screaming. They
were hanging in the trees. And the scream-
ing stopped. One can only speculate why.

The next day I was able to get to East
Stroudsburg by climbing across the railroad
ties and tracks just above Analomink off

pasteurizing water. Pow-
er had been restored to East Stroudsburg in
eight or nine hours. We filled every available
bottle, carton and can with water and gave it
to anyone who could come and get it. Many
people brought their own containers.

We also owned the ice plant and gave
away tons and tons of ice so folks could keep
their perishables cold. Life magazine gave us
quite a nice write-up, complete with photos.

One of the real heroes during this ordeal
was Jim Litts. Jim saw a way to get a bridge
open between the two towns. The Stokes
Mill bridge was still partially intact. In fact,
the center span was still standing. Jim and
his (fire company volunteers) started hauling
in fill to close the gap between the stream
bank and the bridge and had a semblance of
traffic restored in a matter of days.

My date stayed with my parents on Sixth
Street for three or four days until we could
get her home.

esy of ls Ma
Among the scenes photographed by James Marsh at 15 years old: crushed cars and debris under a house in
Stroudsburg.
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From Page Al

there was just so much moisture already in the
ground it couldn’t be contained. It was really a
freak occurrence, having two big storms like
that. Sometimes, things just go against the
odds.”

The irony of the devastating drenching the
area received in 1955 was that the county was
in the throes of one of the hottest, driest sum-
mers on record.

As a comparison, the area’s- most recent
severe drought was in July 1999, when the av-
erage high temperature each day was 90.8 de-
grees and just under one inch of rain fell for the

‘month.

But in July 1955, the average high tempera-

-ture was 92.7 degrees and only 0.61 inch of

rain fell.

The temperature hit 103 twice in 1955, once
in July and once in August — numbers that
have never been topped.

- “It was the hottest summer on record,” Gel-
ber said.

So when Hurricane Connie blew in on Aug.
11, the storm was well-received. By the time
rain had ended on Aug. 13, leaving behind
bright, clear skies, 6.82 inches of rain had fallen
in Stroudsburg, with 9.84 inches in Mount Po-
cono, Gelber said. It was a cause of joy for many
people who lived off the land, and not a cause
of concern.

When forecasters started tracking Hurri-
cane Diane soon after, no one thought it would
pose a major threat to the area, even when it
made landfall in North Carolina on Aug. 17.

“People still thought it would push back out
to sea,” he said. “Obviously, that didn’t hap-

pen.”

T—

Instead, Diane made a beeline for the Pocon-
os, arriving here early on Thursday, Aug. 18,
and leaving by early in the day Friday.

Diane’s 24-hour visit dropped 6.15 inches of
rain in the Stroudsburg area, onto an already
saturated ground. In Mount Pocono, 10.75
inches of rain fell from the storm, and 10.63
inches of that fell within a 24-hour period.

All that rain had to go somewhere. It ran
off the mountain into Brodhead Creek both
directly and indirectly, flooding the creek and
its tributaries with more water than they could
handle.

The resulting floods killed 78 people,
washed away 42 bridges and caused damage
that disrupted life for months to come.

The Flood of 1955 was the worst natural
disaster in the history of the Poconos.

“At least since the region was settled,”
Gelber said. “Nothing tops the Flood of
255
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rarely d degrees and
times (including July 16, our wedding
day) bad exceeded 100, This in an e
when home air conditioning was almost
non-cxistent.
Emwn(mlhuehl?’mmm
surable precipitation, an y every-
one wis hoping desperately for rain. We
more than our share of it.
afternoon

only visible signs of possible relief were
wuxhcrwomﬁmmnnuhepu-ibduy
of scattered showess for S

Only a year before,  hurricane named
MNNMM”EL

nia and
damage to life and property. The
:;\M:Ikewlﬁlluyos:m

OIMAIII. 10, the US.
Weather Bureau report included both

‘Two hurricanes a
— the disastrous

good and bad news. Contiie was low

stalled off the South Carolina coast, with
winds of 135 mph, and there were indica-
tions if she struck the mmhnd'lll.ll

nanem[nrmln;'l’huonzwﬂdbe

At Neshaminy High School.dltked
Cross began setting up headquarters snd
bringing in food, blankets and cobs. At
the then-brand-new Lower .Hm-
pital, generators were being
mymoubouldnmunbo
fail. Along the Neshaminy Creek#nd
at Warner Cove in Tullytown, cottbtless
mubas:ﬁ::eudmlwhm shelter

coul

The following day, Thursday, Aug.
ll.upokewawnlnheu.s Weather
Bureau station in Treaton stated firmly,
“Connie will not strike Bucks County. It
mllp-lbmnl”nﬂanﬂdx}{cwjﬂ-

sey coast”

H‘Mlddtd,wlllﬂl‘iﬂﬂ'q
Diane, is not a threat at all. She won't
bother us. She's flitting around Bermuda.
and it looks like she'll sette downlthere.™

Ominously, in Lower Bucks, rain was

During the afternoon snd throuzhout
the night of Friday, Aug. 12, Contie’s

The Neshaminy Creek flows over a section of the New Falls Road Bridge.

Boatars navigate Taylar Avenue in Newportville, Bristol Township.

and once again the entire East Coust was

on hurricane alert. History seemed 10 be

repeating itself, and all too rapidly.
Fouhtufp«iod.hm'.hm

inas,
but it appeared she had lost most of her
energy. Nowonly high winds and some
rain were expected along ber path.

The following day, Thursday, Aug. 18,
disaster struck. In Pennsylvania, the skies
opened up and throughout the afternoon,
the entire state was deluged. In some
Jocales, more than 10 inches of tain fell in
a matter of hours,

Every river and creck in the state
was spilling over its banks. Streets were
fiooded, und bridges were washed away,
In Lower Bucks County, the raging
Nshmln'}k(kuk .nyhomenn

T:rnee,andvmm
ﬂvwinuhebnd;:uN:wpomﬂleRud

i — a bridge that was normally 15 feet

high winds and heavy rains pounded the

Bucks County area. In less than two days,
more than six inches of rain would fall —
more than four inches in 24 hours,

roads were re flooded in places to & depth
of more than five feet, and sections of
Woodbourne Road were also covered with
s o w1 s T
y of the streets in

section of Levittown were submerged,
and in sections of Route 413 between
Langhorne and Newtown, the water rose
to more than three

w sea, the fledgling Diane, although still
fur away, was quickly gaining in intensity.
By Tuesday, Aug. 16, four days had

passed, and much of the mess left by
Connie had been cleaned up. Buupm.
ommnmhm;::::tmm

above the water's surface.

T vividly recall  concerned policeman
shouting st me to “get off that bridge” as
I stood at its center, in rapidly moving
water, snapping photos.
Aloulbebehmknﬂ.bnuu
were wiped out, and some even carried
downstream. Three homes smashed jnto
the Yardiey-West Trenton bridge, demol-
ishing it Farther north, both the Point

by

In Morrinville, the river rose 22 feet
above normal, cresting at 28.6 feet.

In Lower Bucks County alone, nearly
500 families had to be evacunted from

awunhmme]ohmvﬂkNlnlAlrSn-
tion in

In Yardley, Lower Makeficld and
New Hope, water covered the rooftops of
homes and some residents there were also

drivea onto In Bristol Barough,
homes on Radcliffe Street and businesses
on Mill Street were flooded.

For Bucks County families living nesr

water, the summer of 1955 was a disuster
that would leave more than 1,000 indi-
viduals homeless. It was an experience
that anyone who witnessed it (this writer
included) will never forget.
mmwmwnnu‘

amai ryicnas @ gmasi com.
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Residents wade and row along
Trenton Road in Hulmeville.

Two hurricanes a week
— the disastrous 1}955 flood™

As a writer/photographer for a local newspaper, I witnessed and photographed much of the resulting mayhem and devastation.

and once again the entire East Coast was
on hurricane alert. History seemed to be
repeating itself, and all too rapidly.

For a brief perxod, it seemed there

ixty years ago this

: month, two major
a % hurricanes arriv-
Al | lemme lana than a waals




Sherman Theater cuts short movie,

turns into emergency shelter

By SUSAN KOOMAR
3 News and Business Editor

Patrons grumbled as they were sent home from
the Sherman Theater before “To Catch a Thief”
was over.

Their summer interlude with Cary Grant and
Grace Kelly on the French Riviera met an abrupt
end.

“The police came and said, ‘Shut the theater.” It
-was before anybody found out who was the thief,”
said Lettie Lladoc, daughter of theater manager Le-
-tha Morse.
= Lladoc and her mother went home, only to have
‘police ask that the theater be reopened a few hours
Jlater.
© There was no electricity to show movies. Just
Jlots of space for people chased from their homes by
-unexpected waves.

. “There were lights and boats — people being
‘brought from the flatlands,” Lladoc recalled seeing
.as she looked downtown.

. Water sent beer kegs crashing through the Sher-
‘man’s basement door. There was a beer distributor
-behind the theater.

. Lladoc’s father brought a Coleman stove, and the
‘Red Cross supplied cots. The theater became home
‘to 30 or 40 families for at least two weeks.

“Everybody jumped in and helped,” said Lladoc.

People listened to the radio to find out if loved
‘ones across the Brodhead had survived.

“They would read the names on the radio. “The
‘following people are safe in East Stroudsburg ...
“The following people are safe in Stroudsburg,” said
‘Lladoc, who was 14 at the time.

Two theater employees made it home to East
‘Stroudsburg before the interborough bridge was
destroyed. They even foynd a way to get back to

AMY PATERSON/Pocono Record

At the time of the flood, Lettie Lladoc's mom managed
the Sherman Theater, which was used as a shelter for
victims. The theater became home to 30 or 40 fami-
lies for at least two weeks.

work later — they swam.

Lladoc’s family was in the process of moving
from Scott Street to Monroe Street. Both houses
became filled with friends displaced by damage.

Lladoc still had the flood in mind years later
when she moved from Stroudsburg to Stroud Town-
ship. Her ranch house sits on a steep, curvy road off
Route 611.

“That’s why I live on this hill,” she said. “That
last storm (that caused flooding in April) was a
little scary.”




ixty years ago this
month, two major
hurricanes arriv-
ing less than a week
apart created the worst
flooding in the history
of eastern Pennsylvania.
1 well remember each of
them and the havoc left in
their wake.

As a writer/photog-
rapher for a local news-
paper, I witnessed and
photographed much of
the resulting mayhem and devastation.

It was early August 1955, and Betty
and I, having been married less than a
month, were planning a move to Lower
Bucks County, where I had recently been
hired by the Evening Press, then one of
the area’s daily newspapers.

At the time, the chief topic of conver-
sation here was the weather. Like most
of the northeastern United States, Bucks
County had been in the grip of a six-
week-long drought and heat wave.

Since early June, the temperature had
rarely dipped below 90 degrees and at
times (including July 16, our wedding
day) had exceeded 100. This in an era
when home air conditioning was almost
non-existent.

Even worse, there had been no mea-
surable precipitation, and nearly every-
one was hoping desperately for rain. We
would soon get more than our share of it.

On Tuesday, Aug. 2, the afternoon
temperature was a scorching 102 degrees.
By 6 p.m., it still hovered at 100. The
only visible signs of possible relief were
weather reports forecasting the possibility
of scattered showers for Sunday.

As predicted, that Sunday, Aug.7, a
series of heayy thundershowers would
bring a much needed respite from the sti-
fling heat. Yet, these storms were merely a
taste of what nature still had in store.

Far to the southeast, a few hundred

miles off the Flonda \ coast, a hurricane
e R T N

Boaters navigate Tayld Avenue in Newportville, Bristol Township.

good and bad news. Connie was fnow
stalled off the South Carolina coast, with
winds of 135 mph, and there were indica-
tions if she struck the mainland at all, it
would only be as a mild storm.

But in the Caribbean, another hur-
ricane was forming. This one would be
named Diane.

At Neshaminy High School, the Red
Cross began setting up headquarters and
bringing in food, blankets and cots. At
the then-brand-new Lower Bucks Hos-
pital, generators were being readled for
emergency service should norm
fail. Along the Neshaminy Creek gm
at Warner Cove in Tullytown, countless
small boats were seeking whatever shelter
they could find.

The following day, Thursday, Aug.
11, a spokesperson at the U.S. Weather
Bureau station in Trenton stated firmly,

high winds and heavy rains pounded the
Bucks County area. In less than two days,
more than six inches of rain would fall —
more than four inches in 24 hours.

Already, the Delaware River, the sew-
ers, and most of the area’s lakes and
streams were beginning to overflow. In
Bristol Borough, the Delaware River was
spilling onto the Mill Street parking lot.
In Levittown, Oxford Valley and Emilie
roads were re flooded in places to a depth
of more than five feet, and sections of
Woodbourne Road were also covered with
five feet of water.

Many of the streets in the Thornridge
section of Levittown were submerged,
and in sections of Route 413 between
Langhorne and Newtown, the water rose
to more than three feet.

Families living along the quickly ris-
mg Neshaminy Creek from Langhorne

e es en Ovnvdan wers fleeing their

and once again the entire East Coast was
on hurricane alert. History seemed to be
repeating itself, and all too rapidly.

For a brief period, it seemed there
might be a reprieve. On Wednesday, Aug.
17, Diane was still slashing the Carolinas,
but it appeared she had lost most of her
energy. Now only high winds and some
rain were expected along her path.

The following day, Thursday, Aug. 18,
disaster struck. In Pennsylvania, the skies
opened up and throughout the afternoon,
the entire state was deluged. In some
locales, more than 10 inches of rain fell in
a matter of hours.

Every river and creek in the state
was spilling over its banks. Streets were
flooded, and bridges were washed away.
In Lower Bucks County, the raging
Neshaminy Creek washed away homes in
Newportville, Hulmeville, Fergusonville,
and Langhorne Terrace, and was over-
flowing the bridge at Newportville Road
— a bridge that was normally 15 feet
above the water’s surface.

I vividly recall a concerned policeman
shouting at me to “get off that bridge” as
I stood at its center; in rapidly moving
water, snapping photos.

Along the Delaware River, houses
were wiped out, and some even carried
downstream. Three homes smashed into
the Yardley-West Trenton bridge, demol-
ishing it. Farther north, both the Point
Pleasant and Easton bridges were badly
damaged by floating debris.

In Morrisville, the river rose 22 feet
above normal, cresting at 28.6 feet.

In Lower Bucks County alone, nearly
500 families had to be evacuated from
their homes. Some individuals sought
shelter on rooftops and tree tops, where
they would be eventually rescued by heli-
copters from the Johnsyille Nayal Air Sta--
tion in Warminster

In Yardley, Lower Makefield and
New Hope, water covered the rooftops of
homes and some residents there were also
driven onto treetops. In Bristol Borough,
homes on Radcliffe Street and businesses
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bring a much needed respite from the sti-
fling heat. Yet, these storms were merely a
taste of what nature still had in store.

Far to the southeast, a few hundred
miles off the Florida coast, a hurricane
was forming. Named Connie by the U.S.
Weather Bureau, it was moving north-
west and would soon threaten the U.S.
mainland.

Only a year before, a hurricane named
Hazel had passed directly over eastern
Pennsylvania and had wrought extensive
damage to life and property. The path
Connie would take was still anyone’s
guess.

On Wednesday, Aug. 10, the U.S.
Weather Bureau report included both
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at Warner Cove in Tullytown, countless
small boats were seeking whatever shelter
they could find.

The following day, Thursday, Aug.

11, a spokesperson at the U.S. Weather
Bureau station in Trenton stated firmly,
“Connie will not strike Bucks County. It
will pass about 150 miles off the New Jer-
sey coast.”

He then added, “Connie’s little sister,
Diane, is not a threat at all. She won’t
bother us. She’s flitting around Bermuda
and it looks like she’ll settle down there.”

Ominously, in Lower Bucks, rain was
already falling.

During the afternoon and throughout
the night of Friday, Aug.. 12, Connie’s

The Neshaminy Creek flows over a section of the New Falls Road Bridge.

B e =

section of Levittown were submerged,
and in sections of Route 413 between
Langhorne and Newtown, the water rose
to more than three feet.

Families living along the quickly ris-
ing Neshaminy Creek from Langhorne
Terrace to Croydon were fleeing their
homes in panic.

Although Connie had by now lost
most of her strength and was headed out
to sea, the fledgling Diane, although still

far away, was quickly gaining in intensity.

By Tuesday, Aug. 16, four days had
passed, and much of the mess left by
Connie had been cleaned up. But again,
ominous signals were coming from the
south. Diane had reached the Carolinas,
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copters from the Johnsville Naval Air Sta-
tion in Warminster

In Yardley, Lower Makefield and
New Hope, water covered the rooftops of
homes and some residents there were also
driven onto treetops. In Bristol Borough,
homes on Radcliffe Street and businesses
on Mill Street were flooded.

For Bucks County families living near
water, the summer of 1955 was a disaster
that would leave more than 1,000 indi-
viduals homeless. It was an experience
that anyone who witnessed it (this writer
included) will never forget.

Jerry Jonas' opinion column appears in the Life

Section every Sunday. Reach him at 215-849-0376;
email: jerryjonas @ gmail.com.
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"i'!ler;a ﬁ’ere About 40 o;f VUs’
Mother Tells of Fears,
Prayers at Camp Davis

This is the dramatic story of the disaster at Camp Davis
in the Poconos. It was told to Edward J. Hussie, Inquirer re-
porter, by Mrs. Jennie Johnson, 48-year-old Jersey City house-
wife, from her bed in Monroe County General Hospital:

By MRS. JENNIE JOHNSON
Copyright, 1955, The Philadelphia Inquirer
EAST STROUDSBURG, Pa., Aug. 20.
\HERE were about 40°of us. ...

Most were children, including my daughter, Naney,
19, and may two boys, Roy, 14, and David, 10 ... We were

spending a five-week vacation at Camp Davis.
Just about sunset Thirsday we took a walk down to Brod-
head Creek to see if the water was rising . .. It was rushing past
but almost looked pretty ... At the time we didn't think there

was anything to worry ahout.
We returned fo our bungalow and sat around for about

SITE OF CMP DAVIS IS NOW A SANDBAR (RIGHT)

half an hour. We were talking and the children began playing
games. * [
Suddenly it happened ... A gush of water hit the bungalow |
and started to rip it apart ... Furniture was being upended by
the water as we fled to seek safely in the big winter house ... All
of the other people at the camp crowded into the place.
First we gathered on the first floor . . . Water entered the
house ... We climbed to the second ... The water got higher, ..
And finally we were forced into the attic,
* Ll *
/' T WAS dark . . . so dark.
‘ The children were all screaming, sereaming and cr)'lng.;
Most of them were hysterical . .. They kept getting a little |
worse all the time, for about a haif hour ., . Then the roof just

opened up.
The house was split in {wo ., .Just as if somebody had taken

Esn!lnucd on?;ie—;. Column 8
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1rii5 WAS CAMP DAVIS near Analomink. |t was the scene of  N. Y., took refuge in a large, central buildins. Thz Luiiag vas
the greaiest singla disaster in terms of life. Guests at the re-  swept away. {U. S. Army Phoio by Gre g}
ligious camp, founded by a retired Baplist minister from Nanuet, % \

had been guests at the camp. For the Webers, the waiting was
over early; the bodies of their children were found. For others,

the uncertainty dragged on for days. Some of the bodies still
(American Red Cross Photo)

THEIR BODIES SLUMPED IN DESPAIR, Mr. and Mrs. Edward
Weber, Paterson, N. J., sit o the edge of a cot in an East
Stroudsburg Red Cross shelier. The Webers lost their two chil-
dren in the flood when it hit ill-fated Camp Davis. Their tragedy have not been recovered.
was shared by many other families whose children or relatives




S

Flood Waters Bring Tl_-agédy

MORE THAM TWO SCORE DEAD. This is the area from  fions, one following its normal course, the oiher swerving to its
which Camp Davis was wiped away on the night of August 18,  left under the railroad trestle and along Route 90. Tresile and
To left foreground lies Pinebrook. Creek running through canier  creek bridge were both demolished. Camp Davis cabins wers
of picture diagonally is the Brodheads. Water from the creck  swept away. (U. S. Army Photo by James Poole)
came down narrow creek bed (upper center), split into two sec- .




As many as four bingo players 3 ,
never made it home in August 1956 §
— and the East Stroudsburg fre  §

hall collapsed after being swamped. ¢ | \

Courtesy of Matt Sobrinski

Bingo night turns deadly for 4

Marian Perri of East Stroudsburg left
bingo early on the night of the flood.
‘'m glad | did,’ says Perri. ‘When we
got to Main Street, the water was even
with the cab door.

Bingo players filled Fireman’s
Hall on Day Street, but nobody gave
much notice when firefighters were
called out because of rising water in
the borough.

A taxi arrived, and Marian Perri
decided she’d better get home to her
kids. A neighbor was watching her son and
daughter on Ninth Street, Stroudsburg.

“I got up to go and I'm glad I did,” said See BINGO, Page A4

Perri. “When we got to Main Street, the wa-
ter was even with the cab door.”
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From Page Al

Louise Hawk and a friend
stayed 'til the games ended.

“They were going to call it a
night because the firemen were
needed to help evacuate people,”
Hawk recalled.

The players were promised
extra games the following week
to make up for the event cut
short.

But as many as four players
never made it home — and the
fire hall collapsed after being
swamped.

~Perri spent the night light-
ing candles (her kids kept blow-
ing them out) and listening to
truck drivers talk over their ra-
dios about flood damage as their
trucks idled outside her home.
The trucks were stranded as
bridges washed out.

Perri's husband, George,
spent a harrowing night at Em-
pire Box Co. near Delaware
Water Gap. Part of the building
broke away, battered by flood-
borne debris.
~ “He had a brand-new out-
fit on that night. It was green,
and when he came home it was
gray,” said Perri.

After the flood, Perri had to
cross the Brodhead by boat and
have a friend pick her up by car
on the other side so she could
get to work at Mountain Lake
House in Marshalls Creek. She
was a housekeeper there for al-
most 50 years.

- In 1962, the Perris bought

“The news of many
deaths was
unbelievable. ... How
fortunate that we got
out (of the bingo hall)
alive and back across
the bridge within 10
or 15 minutes of it
being destroved.”

LOUISE HAWK
flood survivor

a house across from the bingo
hall site that had been so badly
flooded less than 10 years be-
fore. The hall was rebuilt, and
Perri’s granddaughter had her
wedding reception there.

Louise Hawk had just gradu-
ated from East Stroudsburg
State Teachers College a few
months before the flood. After,
she volunteered at the Strouds-
burg Methodist Church emer-
gency shelter where typhoid
shots were given.

“It was the first shot I ever
had,” said Hawk. “In those days
needles were used over and over
and I ran the (machine) that
sterilized them.”

Hawk is still astounded at the
disaster.

“The news of many deaths
was unbelievable. How could
something like this happen in
the Stroudsburg area?” she
wondered. “How fortunate that
we got out (of the bingo hall)
alive and back across the bridge
within 10 or 15 minutes of it be-
ing destroyed.”

Pocono Record

Little was left but mud A volunteer’s account

For Robert Roberts of East Stroudsburg, the
sound of rushing water was a call to service.

Roberts, a Civil Defense volunteer, and his
brother, Stan, were in their 20s at the time.
They left home during the flood, delivering sup-
plies in Stan’s boat and moving stranded people
to shelter.

The Roberts brothers carried people across
the water from the Day Street and Stokes Mill
Road areas of the
Stroudsburgs. Pictures
taken by Roberts show
a safety line strung
across the water for
the boat to travel by.

He remembers see-
ing a building with
a car hanging out of
the window, the old
Firestone building on
Washington Street
under mud, and cars
flipped in the Nation-
al Guard Armory’s

back lot. Trees were ROBERT ROBERTS
brought to the ground ¢ eact troydsburg

under at least 10 feet L

of water near Stokes wafa CIVII'DelfS;-':g;e
Mill Road, and where VORILBER :
Dansbury Park is to-

day was completely submerged.

“I felt sorry, but had to do what came natural;
you have to do what you can,” Roberts said.

As the water calmed the next day, Roberts
walked two miles to the Lincoln Avenue area,
trying to track down some friends.

“That was the worst I had it,” he says. “Most
of the people were wiped out, houses were gone.
People I was looking especially for were gone,
or beneath my feet.” Little was left but the mud
on which he was standing.

— Jessica Serrano

M Left: Robert Roberts
and his brother rescued
stranded residents and
ferried supplies between
Stroudsburg and East
Stroudsburg during the
flood.

M Left: When he wasn't
using his boat to help
others, Roberts took
photos of the destruction.

Photos courtesy of Robert Roberts



SPECIAL SERIES
on the 50th anniversary of a natural disaster
that changed the face of the Poconos

TODAY:

M Daring rescues and painful memories

in East Stroudsburg, Pages Al, A4, A8.
M Where the water rose in Stroudsburg/
East Stroudsburg: a map, A8.

M Boxer fights back for his family, C1.

WEDNESDAY:
Stroudsburg survivors tell their stories;
inside an emergency shelter.

THURSDAY:
Children die at deadly Camp Davis.

FRIDAY: v
Aftermath: Searching for survivors,
starting years of reconstruction.

SATURDAY:
Impact on Tocks Island; a 50-year-old

Flood flattens Lincoln Ave. area:

A reader’s account of his family’s survival

By MATT SOBRINKSI

magine rising, rushing
flood waters forcing you
and your children to climb
onto your roof after dark.
While trapped on the peak, you
peer next door to your mother’s
house, where she and your 6-
year-old are trapped inside. For ~ MATT SOBRINSKI
hours, you huddle on the roof, was not yet born
surrounded by water, waiting in 1955, but he has
for help, wanting to believe heard his family’s
they are still alive. harrowing story

See LINCOLN, Page A4~ Many times.

marks birthday as ‘flood baby. M Above: Amelia Murphy, left, and her daughter, Mary, in 1948 — seven years before the flood
SUNDAY: would threaten both of their lives. Mary lost her photos in the flood but, years later, her children
Can such a flood ever devastate asked the wedding photographer to search his negatives. This is one of the reprints given to the

the Poconos again? couple on their 25th anniversary.

e



sasant Valley High School football player Josh Rittenhouse slurps some water durin

Drink up!

r more photosfrom the opening day of practice, see Page Bl and B3.

BFonx teen drowns in Delaware River

GEMA DUARTE

Pocono Record Writer
MDDLE  SMITHFIELD
TOWSHIP — A kayaking
trip i the Delaware River near
Freenn Point turned deadly
on Sturday for a 17-year-old

boy fam the Bronx, N.Y.
. Elizer Vazquez took a swim
in thesjyer within the Delaware
aterGap National Recreation

Stroud woman . Hawl

charged with
stabbing man

Area and drowned as he strug-
gled to swim across it.

After nearly a two-hour
search by the park’s dive team,
Vazquez’ body was found in wa-
ter about 14 feet deep.

Vazquez' outdoor trip with
his two friends and their father,
Ricardo Morales, started at the
Bushkill access area off Route
209 and were heading to Smith-

field Beach,

But their Saturday trip took
a detour when Morales and oth-
er boaters were unsuccessful in
rescuing the boy from the cur-
rents of the river, which were
running about 1 to 3 mph.

Vazquez tried to get his
friends to swim with him, said
river district ranger, A.J. North,
but their father (Morales) de-

DAVID KIDWELL/Pocono Record

g the first day of fall sports practice Monday morning.

manded they didn't.

Already alert to the possible
danger, Morales ran to get a
kayak in case Vazquez needed
assistance, North said.

The park’s dispatch center
received the rescue call at 1:12
p.m. The body was found just
before 3 p.m. and was trans-
ported to Pocono Medical Cen-
ter.

ey taps PennDOT pedes

By CHERYL GREDLEIN

Pocono Record Writer
Help with pedestrian safety on busy streets is avail-
able from the Pennsylvania Department of Transporta-

Cotter said there were 174 fatal crashes
trians in the state in 2003. In 2004, there
in the country,

“When vou put it all tagether it’s a hi

v YS WIITe said.
to notify the attorney of a man

In Fi

charged with killing a woman can ask t
while driving drunk, the law- continue:
yer reportedly was vacationing til his att
in Europe on Monday when he Fisher
should have been in court with driving a
his client for an arraignment. it, 70, of ¢
District Attorney Dave Chris- 2004, on
tine said he learned notice was of Doney
accidentally sent to the Public ship. His
Defender’s Office instead of to  VIII swer
Emmaus attorney Craig Nealy, lane and
representing Charles Ogden Saturn he
Fisher II, 47, of Kunkletown. Cherit
“It was a clerical error,” at the sc
Christine said. “It’s not unusual was wear
something like this would hap- injured, ¢

pen, given the amount of notic-
es we send out to attorneys.”
Because of the error, Fisher's
arraignment was continued to
Monday, Aug. 22, but he said
his lawyer will not be back from
vacation for two weeks,
“Somebody screwed up,” an
exasperated Fisher, who is out
on bail, told reporters as he
walked out of President Judge
Ronald Vican’s courtroom. “I
got the paper and told my law-
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LOWER POCONO FLOOD DAMAGE—Property destruction in the area from the
lower Pocono Mountains to the Pocono Lake area was extensive. The upper left
photo shows a car driven by Albert Warner of Blakeslee which plunged into Poco-
no Lake when the bridge on Route 940 was td‘e;stroyed b?f the storm. Warner suf-

Favad wn raviana dndusiae Th T oo

PURNION BNy S

ment building at Toby Park on Route 115 near Blakeslee Corners is shown in the
lower left picture. It was cut in half by the Tobyhanna River and swept over 100

yards from its original sife. A concrete bridge for Route 940 across the Tobyhan-

Getting Back

Panther Valley areas of dead

Area Residents Begin
Grim Cleanup Work
After ‘Worst’ Flood

Lehigh, Panther Valleys

to Normal;

Still Many Trouble Spots

Tired men and women, all but beaten by the worst
flood eastern Pennsylvania has ever seen, pushed them-
selves a little harder yesterday to clear the Lehigh and

and debris,

By last night some of the hardest hit sections could
show heartening progress but workers have days, and
weeks, of depressing work ahead.

While teleph gas and power

Few Boards,

Sea of Mud
Left at Davis

By HARRISON M. HENRITZY

T went to Camp Davis this morn-
ing.

I wish I hadn't.

That once beautiful camp, which
had 10 cottages, a lovely dining
hall and a recreation room, is now
only a few scattered boards, a sea
of mud and scattered household
goods and furnishings.

It was in this camp, located
nearly five miles north of Strouds-
burg, near Analomink, where some

Sterling Creek changed its course north of the community. The wrecked amuse-

40 New York and New Jersey
resi were until
flood waters swept away their

camp.
There were only nine known sur-

vivors.

Most of those lost in the angry
Brodheads Creek were youngsters
who ranged in age from five to
16 years. Many of their parents
and guardians are among the dead
and missing,

I rode on trucks, jeeps, motor
boats and finally had to resort to
shank's mare to cover the evacu-
ation of five bodies from a little
island, nearly two miles below
Camp Davls.

A pile of boards, evidently the
side of one of the cottages, in-
dicated T was at Camp Davis, I
stopped, but not for long.

Recalls Okll:‘-w;

The stench of the dead — some
of whom are believed buried be-
neath fons of mud and debris at
the campsite—was too greaf,

1t reminded me of Okinawa.

Several pieces of children’s
clothing could be seen seattered
about the area, as well as cooking
utensils, several blouses and a few

line crews warked to finish restora=
tion of service, Civil Defense, Red
Cross and other volunteer agene
cies saw to the feeding and clothe
ing of flood vietims hurt and made
homeless,

From Indiantown Gap Military
Resetvation, Army trucks sped
bull dozers, clothing and food to
the stricken areas, coucentrating on
the Easton area and the Sironds-
burgs, Other trucks, escorted by
state police continued rushing ty-
phoid vaccine into the stricken
sections.

Amid it all weere reunions;, some
happy, some tragic because they
were not complete. Three coune
cilors, reported missing from the
Blue Mountain Camp in East
Stroudsburg, were found safe at
the home of Mr. and Mrs. Willlam
Samuelson, 215 N, 7th St., Lehigh-

ton.

The Samuelsons’ son, Joel, 18,
and William Comanor, 18, and Rob.
ert Tabachnikoff, 17, both of Phila«
|delphia, had gone to a movie
Thursday night. When they got out,
they were unable to return to
camp. They went to Joel's home.
Last night the Samuelsons were
trying to reach the parents of the
other two boys in Philadelphia to
tell them they were safe.

All Listed Safe

All in the Lake Minisink
area have been reported safe, ace
cording to Sam Gougher, Nortih~
ampton Borough letter carrier,

The lake area includes land be-
tween Ressica to Pickerel Inn, the
east on Dingman's road as far as
Nice's Dam,

' Telephone and light lines are
down, but roads are open and deep
wells are providing good drinking
water,

In Tamaqua and Welssport, two
of the hardest hit towns, families
returned gradually toward ‘'nore
mal living,"” They still face the Job
of cleaning away thousands of tons
of mud and debris.

_National Guard units were re-
lieved in Tamaqua and Lehighton
Saturday and the state of emer-
gency was lifted. Many guards.
men, finished working for others,

ninces ~ of furniture. all ‘mud

went hame to mundoaked  wataw.



‘—Devastation on the

Delaware’ an obsession
for Bucks County writer

By MICHAEL SADOWSKI
Pocono Record Writer

It touched her so much, she
couldn’t help but write about it.

So for three years, that’s what
Bucks County writer Mary A.
Shafer did: research and write
about the Flood of 1955.

The culmination of her work
is “Devastation on the Dela-
ware,” a narrative nonfiction
documentary book based on the
events of the Aug. 18-19 flood
that raged down the Delaware
River valley, from New York
state to Philadelphia.

“It’s been an obsession, real-
ly," she said. “Not in a bad way.
But it’s just been something I've
been so interested in. It's been
an amazing project.”

The ruins the flood made of
the Poconos is an integral part
of the book. Shafer researched
the damage done throughout
the area, including the ravaging
of a spot that came to be known
as Camp Davis, just south of
Analomink.

Camp Davis was a group of
about 12 cabins inhabited by
summer visitors attending the
nearby Pinebrook Bible Confer-
ence Center. Thirty-eight adults
and children died when the site
was wiped out by the raging
Brodhead Creek. Only nine peo-
ple who were there that night
survived.

In her initial interviews of
witnesses to the flood, Shafer
found her idea for a book would
be well-received, if a bit hesi-
tantly.

“The first thing I found is
that people still have a hard time
talking or even thinking about
it,” Shafer said about the flood
that killed 78 people in Monroe
County. “But the other thing I
found was that when I told them
I was working on a book about
the flood, the response was al-
most always the same — it's
about time.”

Mary Shafer of Bucks County has
been writing a book about the Flood
of 1955 for three years. ‘It's been an
amazing project,’ she says.

evastation on the Dela
will be published Oct. 1.

“Devastation on the Dela-
ware” will be published by Word
Forge Books, a division of the
author’s freelance writing busi-
ness. The 6- x 9-inch softcover
book is 440 pages, with more
than 75 black-and-white photo-
graphs, 10 maps and diagrams.
Visit www.55flood.com, or call
toll free, (888) 320-9673. Fiftv
cents from each copy sold will be
donated to the Delaware River-
keeper Network,

Courtesy of Tobyhanna Army Depot

Aerial view of the bridge at Highway 12 off Route 611.



MARIA ORN

Linda Kelso, survivor of the Flood of 1955, chats with Harriet DeRosa of Stroud Township and Lois Sheeley of Stroudsburg after the
the commemorative flood program at the Eastern Monroe Public Library.

Flood memories flow

By LAUREN KURZ
Pocono Record Writer

STROUD TOWNSHIP — Memo-
ries of the Flood of 1955 filled Eastern
Monroe Community Library Sunday
afternoon.

More than 150 people showed up
to share stories of the flood, listen to
survivors stories and to learn about the
tragic, historic disaster.

The event was held by the Monroe
County Historical Association in con-
junction with the release of 30-minute
DVD about the flood and the 50th an-
niversary of the natural disaster.

Speakers Helen Brown and Linda
Kelso started the meeting with their
flood stories and then audience mem-
bers were asked to share their stories.

Many memories included hearing

screams for help, incredulity at rising,
rushing waters and shock.

“It does affect your whole life,” Jean
Thompson Benson, who now lives in
East Hanover, N.J., said.

Benson shared the story of how she
lost her 8-year-old sister, 15-year old
brother and mother in the Flood of
1955, describing it as “horrendous.”
The bodies of Benson’s little sister and
mother were found, but her brother’s
never was.

Letitia Morse Lladoc remembered
the bravery of her mother, who was
then the manager of the Sherman The-
ater in Stroudsburg.

She also remembered police officers
coming and asking her and other neigh-
borhood children to tell people to save
water, as they might not have any soon.

Yet, Morse saw a positive side to the

. situation; as a 14-year-old girl she was

able to be a part of a community pulling
together.

“There was always a job to do,” she
said.

The historical society is encouraging
anyone who wants to share memories of
the flood to contact them so they can be
interviewed for an oral history.

Another meeting will be held on
Thursday, Aug. 18, at 7 p.m. at the First
Presbyterian Church in Stroudsburg.

The DVD, which was previously
available as a videotape, can be pur-
chased at the historical association for
$20 plus tax.

The Monroe County Historical As-
sociation can be contacted at (570) 421-
7703.



I5-year-old experiences
roar of water, stink
of mud, frightened

crowds, death of friend

By SUSAN KOOMAR
News and Business Fditor

James Marsh, left. a Stroudsburg attorne

, left, Y, ventured
out to take photos after the flood. Below is his favor-
ite: State Bridge (now known as Interborough Bridge)
dislodged between Stroudsburg and East Stroudsburg.

im Marsh explored flood

waters by flashlight the

night they surged, and
recorded their destruction with
his camera the next day.

Marsh, 15, was in bed when
the power went out in Strouds-
burg.

: He.and his family got up to
investigate, their odyssey guid-
ed by one noise.

~ “We could hear this big roar-
Ing sound, like a train. No mat-
tex: where you went there was
this omnipresent roar of water,”
he said. :

: Tb?. call of Pocono Creek
= LTI | =S P A
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Courtesy James Marsh

dreds of tons,” he said.

In Delaware Water Gap, Marsh saw something
almost as amazing: a cow standing on an island-
sized pile of debris as it floated down the river.

“I always wondered what happened to that
cow,” said Marsh.

Marsh felt the impact of the flood months later
when the West Main Street bridge over Pocono
Creek was being demolished.

His friend, John Kiefer, was down the street.
Workers set off dynamite and Kiefer was killed by
a piece of flying concrete.

Marsh still chuckles at some post-flood chica-
nery. Locals salvaged water-logged cars by clean-
ing them and selling them out of state.

“The buyers were doomed,” he said.

Marsh, now 65, has a law practice in Strouds-
burg and served as district attorney.

MARSH

From Page Al

resist the urge to see what was left in the low-ly-
ing part of town.

He took the bag he used to deliver newspapers
and convinced National Guardsmen to let him in
the restricted area of Lower Main Street.

Marsh entered a world covered in “shiny,
greasy, horrible-smelling mud.”

“It was all over everything. I remember seeing
.all the poor people with their shovels. The stench
was horrendous,” he said.

Plate-glass windows of storefronts were
smashed. Cars were piled in heaps.

“It was just devastation,” he said.

His favorite photo shows the big metal bridge
between the twin boroughs shoved downstream.
“That steel bridge had to have weighed hun-

“The only thing worse than a flood car,” he
paused, “is a corpse car.”



g By SUSAN KOOMAR

ews and Business Editor

; Helen Gallo shined a flash-
ight onto Lower Main Street
land Saw water just two feet be-
ow the roof of a gas station

o {i gotdscared,” she said "‘I
vondered what i :

like to drown.” s

“E “ing

was black and it “ Gallo and her s;
sounded like the Twondered what it Sephine Cook, ﬁ;df;lsetgr’wgt"l;
roar of an ocean, . a’wmdd be like about 15 others in the second
All we did was rown. ... It was  1100r of the family’s building at
Pray. Everybody i e ;;am.th No Th}{"'g and I\/{(ain.
was ” 187’23. 0 nothi; € wee i ,
soared. S8 It's something "8 worried themof l:raninl i
JOSEPHINE Coo et fo,getgou brother called from Col”
g around 10:30 that night. 0

LO e ai S t |g
» dS » i | TERS
wer 'w n tl eel Stlou bu leSldellt owner 01 Ga“O'S Ba', lOWEI Maill Stl eet St‘ Oudsbm -
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ruined and so was the family business.

SISTERS “The mud was thick outside. We had to throw
everything out,” she said.
From Page Al That included whiskey and beer.
Cook’s blue-and-white 1955 Ford landed across

of water coming up behind his yard, reealin the street. The car had only 310 miles on it.

Cook. 3
Water began swamping Stroudsburg’s bridges Gal_los Bar. dates t?ack to 1933. Helen Gallo
and gushing onto Main Street. - v2vlent into business with her dad when she was

“It was so swift going through the street. It s
was very scary. No lights. No nothing. It's some- The post-flood mess was so overwhelming she
thing you never forget,” said Gallo. started to cry.

Some people out to see the spectacle ended up Her father said, “You know, Helen, you have no
seeking refuge in Gallo’s Bar. courage. But I'll always stick by you.”

“We only had time to go up the steps,” said His photo still hangs over the bar, and Helen
Cook. “Everything was black and it sounded like Gallo, now 79, still owns it. Her sister, 95, still

. the roar of an ocean. All we did was pray. Every- lives off Lower Main Street and doesn’t worry
body was scared.” about another flood.
“If it takes my old furniture, I'll buy some new

| They waited upstairs until 5:30 a.m.

| The water was gone, but Cook’s new car was furniture,” said Cook, 89.
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Gallagher Sentenced to Life
For Prison Slaying of 2 PWs
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100 Duryea Area Families Routed by Flood
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Pocono Flood Deaths May Hit 85,

40 Are Swept

Eight-State Toll

Bight flood-ravaged northeastern States, lsting
330 persons killed, reported these conditions:
PENNSYEVANIA—60 known duad in Pocano re-
ares, 26 ot ing &8 Camp Divis
Deatsi toll now 1s 74 In Sult. total
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“We just lost so much’

East Stroudsburg rescuers recall painful days of flood, recovery

KEITH R. STEVENSON/Pocono Record photos
William LaBar, 79: ‘A lot of people ended
up having psychological problems because

N b ) along the pavement under the water. of what thgy saw. It wasn't pretty.’ 3
By MICHAEL SADOWSKI o e
Pocono Record Writer

Marvin E. Abel, 93, was East Stroudsburg ~ William Harris, 73, remembers sounds: ‘It
Fire Chief during the 1955 flood. As he dis-  was a horrible rumble. It was coming from
cusses memories of the flood, he says, ‘it's  hearing cars, trees, anything solid rumbling

pen any local his-

tory book and you

can read about the

Flood of 1955 that
killed 78 people in Monroe
County and caused millions of
dollars in damage.

Check any newspaper from
the time and you will learn more
intricate details of the flood than
can fit in a history book.

But you can’t fully under-
stand the magnitude of the Po-
conos’ most devastating natural
disaster without talking to the
people who saw its horrors.

Veteran members of the East

See LOST, Page A8
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INTRODUCTION

THURSDAY—AUGUST 18, 1955—A FATEFUL DAY.

Hurricane Diane struck northeastern Pennsylvania with unprece-
dented ferocity.

Monroe County bore the brunt of the hurricane and floods which
followed.

Bridges which withstood floods of previous years were washed
away in the flash of an eye.

Roads, built to withstand the rigors of Pocono winters were up-
rooted. Landslides, tons of debris and massive boulders and trees
blocked the roads. Traffic movement was completely paralyzed
on the majority of roads.

Human endurance was stretched to a breaking point as the
people of the community awoke to the realization that Diane in
a few hours left death, desolation and tragedy in its wake.

FRIDAY—AUGUST 19.

The people of Monroe began the task of rehabilitation.

With flood waters still raging in mountain creeks and with houses
destroyed, business establishments buried in heaps of mud, with
the dead to be buried and the injured to be cared for, the gigantic
task got under way

Proffers of aid flooded relief headquarters. Money, medicine,
food and clothing poured into the region. Volunteers came to offer
help from nearby areas which had escaped the fury of the storm.

Frantic parents of children in camps which dotted the country-
side rushed to the stricken area. Thousands of curious sightseers
clogged the few roads which were passable.

The resources of the State government were quickly mobilized to
restore order and to get traffic moving.

Governor George M. Leader at Harrisburg at the height of the
storm was in close touch with the crisis, directing mobilization of
the Commonwealth’s forces.

First to go into action was the Monroe County maintenance force
of the Pennsylvania Department of Highways.

Bulldozers, trucks, huge dirt moving equipment concentrated at
the maintenance headquarters as the storm was raging. Evacua-
tion and rescue of flood victims went hand in hand with the tre-
mendous job of repairing the flood ravaged roads.

By daylight on August 19, men, material and equipment were
being transported into the area and a “round the clock”™ program
was under way.

On Sunday, August 21, Secretary Joseph ]. Lawler summoned
to the Department’s Allentown district headquarters, a group of
road contractors. Here plans for temporary bridges were firmed
up. Work on these structures began on Monday.

Most of the temporary bridges have now been replaced with
permanent structures. Others are in the process of rebuilding for
integration into an expanded highway system to better serve this
great region.

In this brochure the Department presents a selection of photo-
graphs, which shows the progress which has been made. In Series A
the picture of the scene taken a day or two after Hurricane Diane
had spent its fury is shown. In contrast the bridge or road re-
placement is pictured.

Series B shows photographs of work under way For this there
are no Diane pictures, but in each case there was a bridge or road-
way which was destroyed. In this series also are shown a few
township projects rebuilt under Act 18-A.

The rebuilding program continues despite shortages of steel and
other material. Where complete redesigns are needed they have
been made. Where changing stream beds have compelled the
Department to find new locations for bridges, this has been done.

As August marks the second anniversary of Hurricane Diane, the
beautiful Poconos welcomes the visitor from afar with the hos-
pitality and good cheer for which the region has become famous.

The Department of Highways in presenting this brochure does so
in the belief that a pictorial report of the region’s comeback is
most timely



T 5 BRODHEAD CREEK, connecting Stroudshurg. Off
SWIFTWATER CREEK, Swiftwater. Route 171. Traffic Route 611.

Steel shortage has delayed completion of 62-foot span I-beam bridge

which will replace old 2-span concrete arch. Old bridge completely destroyed, replaced by temporary structure

shown above, while new modern bridge is being designed.
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SWIFTWATER CREEK, west of Henryville, Legislative RATTLESNAKE CREEK, Mountainhome. Traffic
Route 45025. Route 90.

Prestressed concrete 54-foot span replaces old bridge here. 48-foot masonry arch, replaced by metal plate pipe arch.




POCONO CREEK, Tannersville. Off Traffic Route 611. MILL CREEK, Mountainhome. Traffic Route 390.
Masonry arch replaced by 60-foot I.beam bridge. Job completed. 50-foot span replaces old 35-foot I-beam bridge.




STITES BRIDGE, south of Henryville. Traffic Route 90. BULGERS RUN, east of Tannersville. Traffic Route 611.

48-foot prestressed concrete bridge replaces 45-foot concrete bridge. 11-foot masonry arch replaced by prestressed 22-foot span.
Job completed in July.
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APPENZELL CREEK, north of Snydersville. Legislative BUSHKILL CREEK, Buckhill Falls. Off Traffic Route 290,

’ Route 43079, Lack of steel delays completion of 60-foot span I-beam bridge which
Antiquated 24-foot masonry arch replaced by prestressed concrete will replace 28-foot masonry arch.

beam, making a safer structure and approach.
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LITTLE LEHIGH RIVER, Stoddartsville. Traffic POCONO CREEK, north of Stroudsburg. Legislative

Route 115. Route 45019, off Traffic Route 611.

Two 60-foot span bridge and proper approaches make this replacement When this photograph was taken in June the approaches to 62-foot
an outstanding job. bridge were being completed.




ANALOMINK CREEK Henryville. Traffic Route 90. POCONO CREEK, north of Bartonsville. Traffic Route 611.
f 4 Replacement of 45-foot concrete bridge by 64-foot span permits major

64-foot span replaces old masonry arch destroyed by raging creek. improvement of alignment and approaches.




POCONO CREEK, north of Bartonsville. Traffic Route 611. TOBYHANNA CREEK, west of Blakeslee Corners.

: 5 2 Traffic Route 940.
A Zspan timber bridge on thlsbmi:g o:t ant route replaced by concrete Nearing completion is two 68-foot span concrete bridge replacing old
LCEs: two 48-foot span which was destroyed.




POCONO CREEK, Main St. in Stroudsburg. Traffic POCONO CREEK, west of Bartonsville. Traffic Route 611.
Route 209. z
New two 65-oot spans replace old masonry arch destroyed at this

Temporary bridge, erected shortly after hurricane, will be replaced Tocation
by permanent structure. Now ready for bids. :




SWIFTWATER CREEK, Swiftwater. Traffic Route 611. BRODHEAD CREEK, Covesville. Traffic Route 290.

Final cleanup by contractor brings this important replacement near Masonry arch being replaced by concrete 50-foot span. This job has
completion. been completed and road is in full service.




FOREST HILLS CREEK, Swiftwater. Legislative Route 45034. POCONO CREEK, east of Tannersville. Legislative Route 45024.

24-foot concrete span replaces 15-foot masonry arch. Concrete beam span 74 feet to replace concrete bridge.

PARADISE CREEK, Henryville. Legislative Route 45025. SHAWNEE CREEK, Shawnee. Legislative Route 45061.

18-foot span replacement for masonry arch. Temporary bridge.




